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LGBT legal scholar Dr. Jason 
Pierceson will be the featured speaker at 
Same-Sex Marriage in the United States:  
The Road to the Supreme Court, at 7 p.m. 
on Monday, April 22 in Schroeder Hall 
130 at Illinois State University. 

Pierceson’s presentation will come 
on the heels of oral arguments heard by 
the United States Supreme Court con-
cerning two marriage equality cases:  
United States v. Windsor, which challenges 
the constitutionality of the Defense of 
Marriage Act (DOMA), and Hollingsworth 
v. Perry, which seeks to overturn Califor-
nia’s Proposition 8 anti-gay marriage 
ballot measure. Pierceson will discuss 
the oral arguments, concerns and ques-
tions raised by the justices, and scenar-
ios for how the court might rule (a rul-
ing is expected in June). 

Copies of Pierceson’s book Same-
Sex Marriage in the United States: The 
Road to the Supreme Court will be for sale 
following the presentation.   

Pierceson is an associate professor 
of Political Science and Legal Studies at 
the University of Illinois-Springfield.  He 
earned a B.A. in History from Knox Col-

lege and a Ph.D. in Politics from 
Brandeis University. 

His teaching and research focuses 
on public law, the legal and political is-
sues relating to sexuality, and  
Con’t from pg. 1 
political theory. He is the author or 
co-author of several books on same-
sex marriage, including Same-Sex  
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Legal 
Marriage in the Americas: Policy Innova-
tion for Same-Sex Relationships; Courts, 
Liberalism and Rights: Gay Law and Poli-
tics in the United States and Canada; 
and Same-Sex Marriage in the United 
States: The Road to the Supreme Court. 
In 2011, he was the Fulbright Visiting 
Research Chair in American Studies 
at the University of Alberta. 

The program and Pierson’s visit 
are being coordinated by the Prairie 
Pride Coalition; the ISU LGBT/
Queer Studies and Services Institute; 
and the ISU Department of Politics 
and Government. 

Queer Black Performance Artist 
Featured at March 23 Salon 

Avery R. Young will be among the 
featured artists at @Salon, an annual 
event from noon to 5 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 23 at the McLean County Arts 
Center, 601 N. East Street in downtown 
Bloomington. 

Young is a Chicago-based black 
queer artist who through his work cham-
pions causes such as HIV awareness and 
the elimination of misogyny and sexism in 
the arts.  His work also blends linguistics, 
hymns, jazz and hip hop to explore the 
politics and attributes of the African-
American experience.   

Other performers at the event in-
clude Teaadora Nikolova, a transgender 
performance artist/musician. One critic 
has said “there is something about Te-
aadora Nikolova’s music that you won’t 
find anywhere else these days. Driven by 
an ethereal and otherworldly beautiful 
voice, her slow-burning experimental folk 
songs never entirely step out of the dark-
ness, there always remains something 
very unsettling about them despite a 
blooming surface.” 

Avery is scheduled to perform at 
4:15 p.m. and Teaadora will perform at 
2:45 p.m.  Other featured artists will also 
perform throughout the afternoon. Ad-
mission to the event is free. 

The ISU LGBT/Queer Studies and 
Services Institute is a co-sponsor of the 
event. 
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PRIDE 15th Annual Drag Show! 
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Join ISU Pride at its 15th Annual Charity Drag 
Show at 7 p.m. on Saturday, April 6 in Braden 
Auditorium at Bone Student Center. 

This year's show, emceed by Sharon Share-
Alike, will showcase performances from multiple 
professional drag queens and kings as well as stu-
dent performers. 

Tickets can be purchased for $10 for ISU stu-
dents and non-ISU students or for $15 for the 
general public via Ticketmaster.  

Proceeds of the event will be donated to a 
local organization that is dedicated to the imple-
mentation of full civil rights protections for gays, 
lesbians, bisexuals, and transgendered people (the 
GLBT community). 

For more information, visit the ISU Pride 
w e b s i t e  a t  w w w . i l s t u p r i d e . o r g 
or email the organization at pride@ilstu.edu. You 
can also follow Pride on Facebook-
www.facebook.com/isupride or on Twitter-
 www.twitter.com/isupride for up-to-date infor-
mation. 

If you need a special accommodation to fully 
participate in this event, please contact Pride at 
pride@ilstu.edu. Please allow sufficient time to 
arrange the accommodation. 

http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ilstupride.org&h=QAQH1KQz2&s=1�
http://www.facebook.com/isupride�
http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.twitter.com%2Fisupride&h=_AQGY_QdU&s=1�


Calendar 
• Friday, April 5, First Fridays – join the fun at the Bistro, 316 N. Main Street, Bloomington, for 

appetizers and drink specials. Hosted this month by ISU Triangle Association. 
• Monday, April 8 – PFLAG, the Parents, Friends and Family of Lesbians and Gays, meets on the 

second Monday of each month at the Unitarian Church – 1613 E. Emerson, from 5:30 – 7:30. 
• Monday, April 22— “Same-Sex Marriage in the United States:  The Road to the Supreme 

Court, Dr. Jason Pierceson, Schroeder Hall 130, ISU 
• Every Wednesday and Thursday – Bingo and Karaoke at the Bistro, starting at 9 p.m. 

 
Healing Touch Bloomington 

Energy Therapy reduces pain, supports healing from          
surgery or chemo,  promotes relaxation. 

For information, contact 
Chris Kaufman, R.N., Certified 
Healing Touch Practitioner 

305 E. Front St., Bloomington 
(309) 826‐5546 

Wellsprings1@gmail.com 

“Same-Sex Marriage in the United States:   
The Road to the Supreme Court” 

 
A Presentation by LGBTQ Legal Scholar  

Dr. Jason Pierceson 
 

Monday, April 22, 2013 
7 p.m. 

Schroeder Hall Room 130 at Illinois State University 
(parking available in Bone Center lot one block north) 
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